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Nepal International Film Festival (NIFF) releases its film lineup for 2021 
 
Nepal International Film Festival (NIFF), which opened its call for entries back in July 2020, had 
received over 450 films from 52 countries from its various submission rounds. We would like to 
thank all the applicants and participants for submitting their films for NIFF 2021 despite tough 
times caused by the pandemic. We would also like to acknowledge that due to the current pandemic 
and hindrance to travel and accessibility, various films and projects have halted production, and 
have not been able to submit. At the same time, indie films and productions have ramped up during 
the pandemic. A slight drop in production quality is a given, provided said circumstances.  
Despite this, we have selected 63 films from 31 countries, comprising of feature films (9), 
documentary films (11) and short films (35). The selection was performed by our panel (6) of 
Selection Committee Members, adhering to a strict 10-part marking system.  
 
In the past, the 4th iteration of NIFF was scheduled from 24 – 28 February 2021 in Kathmandu, for 
which the preparations were at a final stage. We had concluded the submissions rounds in 
November, but since we decided to postpone the festival to May 2021, the release date for the 
2021 film lineup was also postponed accordingly. And now is the day that we release the lineup 
and stay true to our commitment towards NIFF. We will also keep providing updates regarding 
NIFF in the coming days.  

NIFF 2021, despite its postponement, will follow a similar structure to previous iterations of the 
event. NIFF 2021 will be comprised of a film screening segment and an industry segment 
collectively called NIFF Forum. The film screening segment at NIFF 2021 involved 6 various 
programs, namely Feature Film Competition (International), Live Action Short Films 
(International), Animated Short Films (International), Documentary Competition, Feature Film 
Competition (National) and Short Film Competition (National). All film programs will screen  

films of various genres, and the best films under each program will be awarded. The highest award 
being the Gautama Buddha Award for the Best Feature Film (International) involving a trophy and 
a cash prize of US$ 1500. In addition to this, NIFF 2021 will also host the ‘Pandemic Film Exhibit’, 
which will screen shorts and documentaries focused on the topic of pandemics, and the best film 
in this category will also be awarded US$ 500 and a trophy. 
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NIFF Forum at NIFF 2021 will also involve various programs and sessions that involves but may 
not be limited to masterclasses, workshop, panel talks and storytelling sessions. NIFF Forum aims 
to gather people from the entire national film and art sectors and to act as a incubator for upcoming 
filmmakers and as a platform for sharing ideas and opinions for the industry veterans.  

# 
 
A list of selected films have been provided on the NIFF website, at www.niff.org.np/downloadable 
 
### 

For more information about this topic, please email your questions to info@niff.org.np or 
call 9851031383 to schedule an interview.  
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Contact Person: Mr. K.P. Pathak 
Designation: Festival Chair, NFCA Chair 
Phone: 9851031383 
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